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“HERE WE STAND” 
Local Missouri Synod Lutherans Speak Out 

 
The Bemidji Circuit of the Minnesota North District of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod (LCMS) met in International Falls on October 6th and resolved to make the 
following statement concerning recent changes that the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) made at their most recent Churchwide Assembly.  The statement reads: 
 
As the 492nd anniversary of Reformation Day approaches on October 31st, it has 
become necessary once again for Lutherans to boldly proclaim to the world, 
“Here We Stand.”  On Friday, Aug. 21, the Churchwide Assembly of the ELCA 
voted to open the ministry of the ELCA to gay and lesbian pastors and other 
professional workers living in "committed relationships."  Collectively, 
“Lutherans” are one of the largest protestant denominational families in the 
world.  There are over a dozen Lutheran denominations in Minnesota with the 
two largest being the ELCA and the LCMS.  However, not all who claim the 
“Lutheran” name are the same.  The ELCA was formed in 1988 through merger 
and compromise.  The LCMS was formed in 1847 and is one body grounded in 
the inerrancy (without error) of the Holy Bible and submission to its teachings.  
We are founded upon a complete and willing adherence to the Lutheran 
confessions, namely the 1580 Book of Concord because it is a clear statement of the 
meaning and purpose of Holy Scripture.  The LCMS cannot and will not depart 
from God’s inerrant Word of Scripture.  Our conscience is bound to the clear 
Word of God alone.  Here we stand.  We can do no other. 
 
By God’s grace, we still believe, teach, and confess within our churches: 
 

- Holy Scripture is the true, inerrant Word of God in its entirety (2 Tim. 
3:16; 2 Pet. 1:16-21).  

- Salvation from sin and eternal death is solely by God’s grace through 
faith in His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ (John 3:16; Acts 4:12; Eph. 
2:1-10; Rom 3:23-25). 

- Scripture interprets Scripture.  Its meaning does not change.  
Mainstream culture, social trends, historical research, scientific claims, 
and personal feelings are all subject to the truth of Scripture. (Matt. 
11:10; Rom. 9; Hebrews; Eph. 4:14; 2 Pet 1:16-21; Jude 17-19). 

- Marriage between one man and one woman is God’s design and 
blessing (Gen. 1:28; Gen. 2:18-25; Matt 19:4-6; John 2:1-11; Eph.5:21-33). 



- Sex (either heterosexual or homosexual) outside of God’s design of 
marriage between a man and a woman is sinful and therefore harmful 
to both the individuals who practice such and society at large 
(Leviticus 18:20-24; 20:13, Romans 1:21-31, 1 Tim. 1:9-10, Heb. 13:4; 1 
Cor. 6:9-20). 

- Every human life, from conception to death, has sacred value (Psalm 
139:13-16, Jeremiah 1:5, Luke 1:41-44; Gen 1:26-27; Col 1:20). 

- Just one sinner who repents causes the angels of heaven to rejoice 
(Luke 15:7-10).  Also, our Lord Jesus Christ has commanded that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins be proclaimed to the nations (Luke 
24:47).  Luther stated in the 95 Theses that the entire life of a Christian 
is one of repentance (Thesis 1).  Therefore, we do call all sinners to 
repentance, as did Jesus, Old Testament prophets, John the Baptist, 
and the Apostles regardless of current popular opinion and political 
correctness.  We do not presume to condemn ourselves and our 
hearers by taking the judgment seat of God for the purpose of 
redefining His Words to call any sin a blessing (John 12:47-50; 2 Pet 2).  
Willful continuance in sin is damning (Heb 10:26-31) and so the 
Church has the obligation to call sinners to repentance.  Any effort to 
hide sin by redefining it, ignoring it, or blessing it denies God’s Word 
of Law and damages the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

- God in His Word alone will eternally judge a man (James 4:12), we will 
not be able to defend ourselves against His judgment by some majority 
consensus, personal experience or opinion. 

- The Word of God has always been and will always be the only source 
and norm of our doctrine and practice (John 17:17, Matt. 15:9) 

 
Dr. Gerald Kieschnick, the President of the LCMS, stated on behalf of our synod, 
“We recognize that many brothers and sisters within the ELCA, both clergy and lay, are 
committed to remaining faithful to the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, are committed to 
the authority of Holy Scripture, and strongly oppose these actions. To them we offer our 
assurance of loving encouragement together with our willingness to provide appropriate 
support in their efforts to remain faithful to the Word of God and the historic teachings of 
the Lutheran church and all other Christian churches for the past 2,000 years.” 

 
The Pastors of the Bemidji Circuit, Minnesota North District of the Lutheran 
Church – Missouri Synod 
 Trinity Lutheran Church, Bemidji – Rev. Matthew Wurm 
 Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church, Bagley – Rev. Joshua V. Scheer 
 Trinity Lutheran Church, Lake George – Rev. Donald Kirchner  
 Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Blackduck – Rev. Allan Wierschke 
 Immanuel Lutheran Church, Cass Lake – Rev. Allan Wierschke 



 St. Paul Lutheran, International Falls – Rev. Gary Schultz 
 Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Warroad – Rev. Donald Schoewe, Emeritus 
 Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Baudette – Rev. Donald Schoewe, Emeritus  

Emeritus, Laporte – Rev. Darwin Schauer  
 Emeritus, Bemidji – Rev. Dr. Michael Rogers 
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If you would like more information about this please contact Rev. Joshua V. Scheer, the pastor 
of Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bagley, his phone number is 694‐6258 or email 
redeemerbagley@gmail.com” 
 


